
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
Title 13, Division 1, Chapter 1 

Article 2.1 – Commercial Driver Licenses 
 
The Department of Motor Vehicles (department) proposes to adopt Section 29.01 in 
Article 2.1, Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations, relating to the disqualification 
of commercial drivers.  
 
Vehicle Code section 15250 allows the department to issue commercial driver licenses to 
applicants upon successful completion of specified written and driving tests.  Knowledge 
and performance standards in the written and driving tests are designed to comply with 
provisions of the Federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, as well as Part 
383 of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).   
 
In order to ensure safety guidelines are followed by commercial driver license holders, 
federal regulations provide a period of commercial license disqualification when a license 
holder is convicted of a serious driving offense.  During the disqualification period, a 
commercial driver license holder is prohibited from operating a commercial vehicle.   
 
Section 383.51(c) of Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, provides offenses that are 
determined to be serious in nature and provide disqualification periods for those offenses.  
To ensure clarity and consistency with federal regulations, the department has determined 
it necessary to identify offenses determined to be serious and document them in Title 13 
of the California Code of Regulations.  
 
§29.01  Disqualification of Commercial Drivers. 
Subsection (a) requires the disqualification of a commercial driver license when the 
license holder commits a second or third serious traffic violation during a three-year 
period.   
 
Subsection (a)(1) identifies offenses whereby a commercial driver will be disqualified 
from driving a commercial vehicle. Identifying the specific Vehicle Code violations is 
necessary to ensure clarity to the affected commercial drivers who commit serious 
driving offenses in California.   
 
When identifying serious violations for purposes of disqualifying commercial drivers, the 
CFR provides tables to illustrate violations and the corresponding period of 
disqualification.  Since the CFR provisions only identify the actual violation, these 
regulations are necessary to clarify the corresponding Vehicle Code violations.   
 
By citing specific Vehicle Code sections that correspond to the serious offenses identified 
in the CFR, the department is allowing the affected commercial drivers to better 
understand the violations under federal and state laws.  
 
 
 



Disqualification of Commercial Drivers 
Initial Statement of Reasons 

 
For purposes of this section, serious violations are identified as violations of: 
 
             Vehicle                                                                                                           
             Code                 Description of Violations                               

2800.1 Evading a Peace Officer 
2800.2 Evading a Peace Officer with Reckless Driving 
2800.3 Evading a Peace Officer and causing injury or death 
12500(a) Prohibits driving without a valid driver license 
12500(b) Prohibits operating a motorcycle without appropriate 

endorsement 
12500(c) Prohibits operating vehicle in or upon an offstreet 

parking facility without appropriate class or certification 
12500(d) Prohibits from driving a vehicle or combination of 

vehicles that is not the type for which the driver is 
licensed 

12502(a) Allows authorized nonresident drivers may operated 
vehicles in California  

12502(b) Requires nonresident commercial drivers to have in their 
possession a valid medical certificate issued within two 
years of the date of vehicle operation 

12517 Requires schoolbus drivers to have a valid driver license 
for the appropriate class of vehicle to be driven and 
endorsed for school pupil and passenger transportation 

12519(a) Prohibits the operation of a farm labor vehicle unless the 
person has a driver license for the appropriate class of 
vehicle to be driven and endorsed for passenger 
transportation.  Requires department certificate to operate 
a farm labor vehicle under some circumstances.  

12523(a) Prohibits the operation of a youth bus unless the person 
has a driver license for the appropriate class of vehicle to 
be driven and endorsed for passenger transportation.  
Requires department certificate to permit the operation of 
youth bus.  

12523.5 Prohibits the operation of a general public paratransit 
vehicle unless the person has a driver license for the 
appropriate class of vehicle to be driven when operating 
a vehicle designed for carrying more than ten persons.  
Requires endorsement and a certificate from the 
department permitting either the operation of a general 
public paratransit vehicle or a schoolpus activity bus.  

12524(a) Prohibits the operation of a vehicle hauling fissile class 
III shipments or large quantity radioactive materials 
unless the driver possesses a valid license of the 
appropriate class and a radioactive materials driver 
certificate.  
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12804.6 Prohibits operating a transit bus unless the driver has 
received a department issued certificate to operate a 
transit bus or is certified to drive a schoolbus or school 
pupil activity bus.  

12951(a) Requires a driver to have in his or her possession a valid 
driver license at all times when driving a vehicle 

12951(b) Requires a driver to present his or her driver license at 
the request of a peace officer.  

12952 Requires a driver to display his or her driver license upon 
request of a magistrate or judge when brought before a 
court for any traffic violation. 

14603 Prohibits the operation of a vehicle in violation of 
restricted license provisions.  

15210(p) Defines “serious traffic violation” under California’s 
Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Program.   

15250 Provides requirements to be licensed as a commercial 
driver in California.  

15250(a) Prohibits operating a commercial motor vehicle unless 
licensed for that class of vehicle.  

15275 Provides endorsement requirements for commercial 
drivers in California 

15275(a) Prohibits operating a commercial vehicle unless the 
driver has the endorsements required for the vehicle.  

20006 Requires a driver to produce other forms of identification 
when a driver license is not in his or her possession.  

21658(a) Requires a vehicle to be driven with a single lane and 
prohibits the vehicle from being moved from the vehicle 
until such a movement can be made with reasonable 
safety.  

21659 When operating on a three-lane highway, prohibits from 
driving in the extreme left lane and prohibits operating in 
the center lane except when overtaking and passing 
another vehicle. Other maneuvering provisions 
identified.  

21703 Prohibits from following another vehicle more closely 
than is reasonable and prudent.  

21704 Establishes the acceptable distance been vehicles by 
requiring a driver to keep the vehicle at a distance of not 
less than 300 feet to the rear of any other motor vehicle.  

21705 Establishes safety measures for caravans by requiring 
caravans or motorcades to be driven in a manner to allow 
sufficient space and in no event less than 100 feet 
between each vehicle.  

21753 Requires vehicles being passed to yield for the 
overtaking vehicle.  

22406(b) Prohibits trucks, truck tractors, passenger vehicle or bus 
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drawing another vehicle, schoolbus transporting students, 
farm labor vehicle transporting passengers, a vehicle 
transporting explosives and trailer busses, from traveling 
on a highway in excess of 55 miles per hour.  

22406.1 Establishes penalties for commercial motor vehicle 
drivers traveling in excess of a posted speed limit.  

23103(a) Provides that a person who drives a vehicle in willful or 
wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is 
guilty of reckless driving.  

23103(b) Provides that a person who drives a vehicle in an 
offstreet parking facility in willful or wanton disregard 
for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless 
driving. 

23104(a) Provides sanctions against persons when the reckless 
driving of a vehicle proximately causes bodily injury to a 
person other than the driver.  

23104(b) Provides sanctions against persons, previously convicted 
of separate violations, when the reckless driving of a 
vehicle causes the great bodily injury to a person other 
than the driver.  

32002(b) Provides penalties against motor carriers or persons who 
direct drivers to operate a vehicle transporting hazardous 
materials, when that transportation requires a license 
pursuant to this division, to cause the operation of the 
vehicle unless the motor carrier holds a valid license for 
the transportation of hazardous materials. 

36300 Provides that a person, while driving or operating an 
implement of husbandry incidentally operated or moved 
over a highway is not required to obtain a driver's 
license. 

 
 
 
Subsection (a)(2) ensures that violations submitted by another state or Canada will be 
considered serious if designated so pursuant to Section 383.51(c) of Title 49 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations..  
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL DETERMINATIONS  
 

• Technical, Theoretical and/or Empirical Studies, Reports or Documents: No 
technical, theoretical or empirical studies, reports or documents were relied upon 
in this proposed action.  

 
• Reasonable Alternatives and Department’s Response: No alternatives were 

considered or presented that would be as effective.  
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• Reasonable Alternatives That Would Lessen Any Adverse Impact on Small 

Business: No alternatives were considered or presented that would lessen any 
adverse impact on small business.  

 
• Evidence Supporting Determination of No Significant Adverse Economic Impact 

on Business: This regulation will impact commercial driver license holders who 
are convicted of a serious driving offense.  Once the department is notified of the 
conviction, the driver will be disqualified from operating a commercial vehicle for 
a period of time as specified in federal rules. Businesses may be impacted by the 
disqualification of an employee, however, these regulations only codify the 
penalties provided by federal regulations. 

 


